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assiduously to the people. He erected there a monastery for men and
another for women. Eusebius, the bishop, who stood in need of such
an eloquent and prudent assistant, had for that purpose raised him to the
priesthood. Nevertheless, by a frailty incident to men who watch not
carefully over their own hearts (by which expression of St Gregory
Nazianzen we must understand a secret passion of jealousy), he after-
wards fell out with him and removed him from his church. The people
of Csesarea and many bishops took part in favour of Basil against the
bishop, but the saint, rejoicing to see himself again at liberty, privately
withdrew and returned to his former retreat in Pontus, where he recovered
again the company of St Gregory Nazianzen. This happened in 363.
It is observed by some that St Basil for some time corresponded and
communicated with Basil of Ancyra, Eustathius of Sebaste, and Silvanus
of Tarsus, who became ringleaders among the Semi-Arians; but though
they refused to admit the word Consubstantial, they at that time explained
their sentiments in such a manner as to appear orthodox, especially with
respect to the article of the divinity of the Son of God; and they showed
great zeal against the Arians. Some of them denied the divinity of the
Holy Ghost, "but concealed this error some time under ambiguous terms,
pretending that they only disputed about certain expressions. Wherefore
the conduct of St Athanasius and St Hilary, when they wrote their books
on Synods, was the same towards them with that of St Basil.

Whilst our saint during three years breathed the sweet air of retire-
ment, the empire was agitated by several revolutions. The Catholic
Emperor Jovian dying in February 364, Valentinian was chosen to fill
the imperial throne, who immediately named his brother Valens Emperor
of the East. This latter suffered himself to be seduced into heresy by
two profligate Arian bishops, Eudoxius of Constantinople and Euzoius
of Antioch; and in 366 took a journey to Caesarea, with the intent of
putting the churches of that city into the hands of the Arians. St Basil
had then lost St Gregory, and being invited back by his bishop Eusebius,
and alarmed at the dangers of that church, he hastened to defend it against
the persecution of heresy. Upon his arrival at Csesarea he opposed the
Arians with so much prudence and courage that after many attempts they
were obliged to desist from their pretensions with shame and confusion.
He was no less vigilant, by his zealous sermons, to instil into the faithful
the most perfect maxims of virtue, reconcile all differences, and extinguish
lawsuits. When violent hail and storms had destroyed the harvest, and a
famine filled the country with desolation, the poor in their extreme necessity
found relief in the boundless charity of Basil who, like another Joseph,
opened for their abundant supply the coffers of the rich. He, with his
owa bands, distributed among them bread and other provisions, waited
upon them at table with an apron before him, and with wonderful humility